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Leading pan-European ocean observing network 



• EuroGOOS Regional 
Operational Oceanographic 
Systems, ROOSes  

• National and regional synergy 
and delivery of oceanographic 
products & services  

• Coordination of observations 
and the data transfer  

• ROOS regional data portals = 
simplifying data transfer and 
enable interoperability 

European regional coordination 
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EOOS is a coordinating framework designed to:  
- align and integrate Europe’s ocean observing capacity;  

- promote a systematic and collaborative approach to collecting information on the state and variability of our seas;  
- underpin sustainable management of the marine environment and its resources 



2007 2015 2016 
www.eoos-ocean.eu 

• May 2015, expert brainstorming workshop: recommendation to set up a steering group; steering group convened in March 
2016, EuroGOOS and EMB co-chairs 
 

• EOOS steering group meetings: 18 April 2016, 15 Sept. 2016, 9 Feb. 2017 – from now on three DGs: MARE, RTD, GROW 
 

• Summer 2016: drafting of Consultation Document for an open stakeholder survey; Cons. Doc. presented at European 
Parliament EOOS event on 8 September  

 
• May 2017: EOOS consultation report released; call for national experts ongoing  
 
• Autumn 2017: EOOS long-term strategy and short-term implementation  
 
• 8 March 2018: EOOS Forum, Academy of Sciences, Brussels  

 

Dina Eparkhina, EuroGOOS General Assembly 2017 

2017 

8 March 2018 
The EOOS Forum 

2018 



EOOS consultation: first results 

7 

Open on-line stakeholder consultation (6 weeks) 
 
115 responses from 30 countries 
 
• 56 individuals (on their own  
 behalf) 
• 48 single institutions/  
 companies 
• 11 ‘umbrella’ organizations  
 of EU interest 



Survey: geographical spread - world 



Survey: geographical spread – zoom on Europe 



EOOS consultation: Agreement with the EOOS concept 
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EOOS consultation: drivers 
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Other drivers: 
 
• Need of a bottom up element (the community 

buy‐in) 
 

• Need to understand marine ecosystems (and 
observing science‐driven EOVs) 
 

• Sustainability in terms of funding and long‐term 
planning 
 

• Other suggestions 



EOOS consultation: Role of EOOS 
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Identifying priorities for R&D on ocean observation 36 

Promoting open access to observation data 61 

Other  16 

To what extent do you think EOOS should also play a role in: 



EOOS consultation: Scope of EOOS 
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EOOS consultation: Marine Knowledge Value Chain 
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Comments: 
• two are intricately linked 



EOOS consultation: Gap analysis 
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EOOS consultation: Gap analysis 
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Other suggestions 



EOOS consultation: Governance 
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EOOS consultation: Governance (comments) 
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• Time frames: European Agency, long term; ExCom and secretary, short‐medium term (to 
expand an existing structure) 
 

• Inclusive flexible forum and a body with decision making (involvement of Member States/ 
national agencies) 
 

• Avoid competition with current limited resources  
 

• Partnerships with other initiatives 



EOOS consultation: Early coordination actions under EOOS 
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Comments: 
• What should be done first (3, step by step) 

 
• Other mapping already done 
• “Value of the ocean observing is nothing to be questioned by now” 
• Gain commitment from EC and Member States 





• GOOS Regional Alliances Forum  
• GEO: Board, Projects Conference 
• Meetings with Commissioner Vella  
• Galway: Seabed Mapping WG 
• EOOS event at the European Parliament 
• CIESM Congress  
• COLUMBUS Conference  
• MRI meetings: Jerico, AtlantOS, Euro-Argo, FixO3, GAIC, 

ENVRI+  
• Exhibitions: EMD, UNESCO IOC World Oceans Day, EGU, 

AGU, IMDIS 
• EC Science and Business Forum  
• GEO-XIII Plenary 
• IOC/IODE-XXIV Session  
• IOC - DG MARE MSP Conference 
• … 



www.eoos-ocean.eu 

+ 
• Relevant Materials 
• About: What is EOOS, Why, EOOS Progress 

EOOS 
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EOOS: major foci to date 

1: Governance 
and policy 

context 

3: Observing system: 
current status and 

readiness 

2: Requirements for 
sustained ocean 

observations in Europe 

4: Gap analysis: OSE/OSSE 
experiments + Seabasin CP/ 

MSP  

6: Unlocking 
valuable existing 

observational 
data sets not 

currently shared  

7:  Pilot demonstrators  
Observing system benefits 

5: Defining gaps in the 
bathymetric mapping of 

the EOOS area 

8: Communication and citizen 
science 
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EOOS: alignment with existing activity 

Governance and 
policy context 

Observing system: 
current status and 

readiness 

Requirements for sustained 
ocean observations in 

Europe 

Gap analysis: OSE/OSSE 
experiments + Seabasin CP/ 

MSP  

SG established 
Collaboration with EMB 
DG reps on SG 
List from JPI-O, EG, EMB 

 
EuroGOOS/GOOS 
mapping 
AtlantOS D1.3 
EMODNET inventory 
EEA report 

AtlantOS OSSE/OSE 
Report completed under Mercator 
contract (DMI) 

AtlantOS WP1 (gaps) 
EEA in-situ coordination 
(state of play, factsheets) 
CMEMS contract (gaps, 
agreements) 
ROOS knowledge 



• Sustainability 
 

• Future plans to apply to 
all platforms 
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EOOS: alignment with existing activity 
Unlocking 

valuable existing 
observational 
data sets not 

currently shared  

Defining gaps in the 
bathymetric mapping of 

the EOOS area 

 Pilot demonstrators  
Observing system benefits 

Communication and citizen 
science 

EMODNET Physics 3 FUNDED 
Data Ingestion call funded 

EMODNET Bathymetry 
EuroGeoSurveys 
ASMIWG: deep water focus 

Logo approved 
Consultation 
Webpage roll-out 
Parliament event 
Communication to members 
Continued dialogue with 
Stakeholders 

Improvements planned to 
Products from EG members 
AtlantOS WP8 
Planned in INTAROS and 
Odyssea 



Forum 
 

8 March 2018 
The Royal Belgian Academy of Sciences 

Brussels  

Conference 
 

November 2018 
TBD  

www.eoos-ocean.eu 
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